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still include some of the country's best brains and
abilities. The 'Vrijzinnig' (independent) Democrats
are a small party of liberals or radicals.
The Social Democratic party, although it had a
similar basis in trade unionism, was until recent years
both more revolutionary and less practical than the
British Labour party. The Dutch are conservative in
many ways and particularly in matters affecting
property. They have, for instance, never given formal
recognition to the Soviet regime in Russia. The dis-
trust of Socialists as advocates of lavish expenditure
by the State and by local authorities was very wide-
spread. They were the last nation in western Europe
to include Socialist ministers in their cabinet.
The party system under proportional representation
necessarily led to complicated coalitions: since that
system came into force there has never been a simple
one-party government. From 1918 to 1925 there was
a Christian coalition, a Roman Catholic prime minister
being supported by the orthodox Calvinists; but after
1925 government could be carried on only by non-
party cabinets of experts who took charge of the
government departments but did not command par-
liamentary majorities. This unsatisfactory state of
things came to an end with the economic depression,
the return of the danger of war, and the consequent
demand for a national policy. In 1933 Dr. Colijn, a
strong man with wide experience in the colonial
army, in business and politics, became prime minister
at the head of a coalition of all the non-socialist
parties. He carried through the changes in economic
policy, and set about the task of rearmament; but by
the summer of 1039 he was no longer able to hold
together in his cabinet the advocates of greater social
expenditure and the orthodox liberal economists. A
few years earlier the Socialists had virtually dropped
their republicanism, and in 1937 they had abandoned